SIR WILLIAM DAVENANT
[Born 1606. Dramatist. One of the founders of the Classical
school of English poetry. He wrote twenty-five plays. Poet Laureate
1637. Knighted 1643. A Royalist in the Civil War, he was three
times imprisoned by the Parliamentarians in the Tower, from which
he was once released at the intercession of Milton. He had the satis-
faction of repaying in kind these good offices when Milton, in his
turn, was in danger in 1660. He owned the theatre where movable
scenery and female actors were first habitually used. Died 1668,]
S
IR WILLIAM DAVENANT, Knight, Poet Laureate,
was borne in the City of Oxford, at the Crowne Taverne.
He went to schoole at Oxon to Mr. Sylvester, but I feare
he was drawne from schoole before he was ripe enough.
His father was John Davenant, a Vintner there, a very
grave and discreet Citizen; his mother was a very beautiful!
woman and of a very good witt, and of conversation extremely
agreable.
Mr. William Shakespeare was wont to goe into Warwick-
shire once a yeare, and did commonly in his journey lye at
this house in Oxon, where he was exceedingly respected. (I
have heard Parson Robert say that Mr. William Shakespeare
haz given him a hundred kisses.) Now Sir William would
sometimes, when he was pleasant over a glasse of wine with his
most intimate friends—e.g. Sam Butler, author of Hudibras,
etc., say, that it seemed to him that he writt with the very spirit
that did Shakespeare, and seemed contented enough to be
thought his Son. He would tell them the story as above, in
which way his mother had a very light report, whereby she was
called a Whore.
He was preferred to the first Dutches of Richmond to wayte
on Her as a Page. I remember he told me, she sent him to
a famous Apothecary for some Unicornes-horne, which he
resolved to try with a Spider which he incirded in it, but
without the expected successe; the Spider would goe over,
and thorough and thorough, unconcerned.
He was next a servant (as I remember, a Page also) to Sk
Fulke Grevil, Lord Brookes, with whom he lived to his death,
which was that a servant of his (that hacl long wayted on him,
and his Lordship had often told him that he would doe something
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